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Installation 

Installation of Version 1 

Start by downloading the installation program from the Northern Hills Software 

website.    

 

If you already have a version of Homestead Manager installed, make sure you close 

the program before running the installation download.   You never need to uninstall 

an older version first.  Homestead Manager will install on top of any current version.     

You must have administrator privileges during installation although that is not 

required when you use the program. 

Running the Installation program 

Start the installation by clicking on the program setup file that you downloaded from 

the Northern Hills Software website.  

 

 

Chapter  
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The first panel allows you to select which language you wish to use for the 

installation wizard display.  The installation program will automatically try to select 

the correct language based on the value set in ñRegional Settingsò on your computer. 

 

Press ñNextò to continue. 

 
 

Select ñI Acceptò if you agree to the terms of the License Agreement.   You cannot 

continue the install without accepting the License Agreement. 

 

Press ñNextò to continue. 
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If this is a new installation a recommended location will be supplied for installation of 

the program.   You can however use the  button to select a different location using 

the standard windows ñBrowse for Folderò dialog.   

 

A shortcut for Homestead Manager is always placed in the Programs menu.  You may 

also select to have a shortcut placed on your desktop or on the start menu.   Shortcuts 

can be defined as available for all users or just for the installation user.  

 

Press ñNextò to continue. 
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The next panel will show you where the program will be installed and gives you one 

last chance to change options before installation.   (Use the ñBackò button to change 

installation options.) 

  

Press ñInstallò to start the installation. 
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The next panel shows the progress of the installation and displays the files that are 

copied to your computer.   When the installation is complete, a success or failure 

message will be displayed in the window. 

 

Press ñNextò to continue. 
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This is the final panel that will be displayed.   Homestead Manager will automatically 

start unless you uncheck the ñLaunch Program on exitò option. 

 

Press ñFinishò to exit the wizard. 
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Setup 
The first time you run Homestead Manager you will be prompted for initial program 

configuration information. 

Location of Databases  

You will be asked to select the location for the Homestead Manager databases and 

other common files.  This prompt will only occur the first time you run Homestead 

Manager. 
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Registration Code 

You will be prompted to ñregisterò the program.  If you are using the program in 

ñtrialò mode, you can ignore this screen by pressing ñOKò.   This screen will show 

the number of days you have remaining for the trial. 

 

 
 

If you have already purchased Homestead Manager, press the ñRegisterò button to 

enter your personal details and to request your unlock code.  See following section for 

more details. 



Homestead Manager V1.05 

 15  

 

Requesting Unlock (Registration) Code 

If you have purchased Homestead Manager, the ñRegistration Centerò is used to 

request your unlock (registration) code.  Only Email and Name are required, all other 

information is optional.  All information is considered confidential and private and 

will never be shared with any individual or organization outside of Northern Hills 

Software.   We use this information for support purposes only. 

  

 
 

After entering the information, press the ñRequest Codeò button.  (Do not enter 

anything in the ñCodeò field, this information will be sent to you via Email once we 

verify your purchase.) 

 

Pressing the ñRequest Codeò button will connect you to Northern Hills Software to 

submit the information. 
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If the program is able to successfully submit your information, you will receive the 

following message. 

 

 
 

Otherwise you will receive a message that shows how to manually submit this 

information from our website. 
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Check for Updates 

 
 

By default, you will receive a prompt at program start which allows you to check the 

Northern Hills Software website for updates to Homestead Manager.     You will 

receive this prompt every time you start the program unless you check the ñDonôt 

show this prompt againò.    You can also manually check for a program update at any 

time using óCheck for Updateô found under the óToolsô menu. 

 

You can turn automatic óCheck for Updatesô on or off or set the number of days 

between checks from the óOptionsô dialog invoked from the óToolsô menu. 
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Getting Started 

New Homestead 

The initial Homestead Manager screen is divided into different panels and will have a 

default size (width and height) for each panel.   The size of the screen (which is true 

with most Homestead Manager screens) can be adjusted to fit your needs.   Changes 

you make to the size or position of these screens are automatically saved.    

 

 
 

The first order of business is to create a new Homestead (Database) so you can start 

entering data.  Select óNew Homesteadô under the óFileô menu. 

 

Chapter  
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Enter the name you wish to give your Homestead and Press óOKô.  (You can rename 

it later if you wish.)   It will take a few seconds to create the new homestead, then you 

will see the following prompt: 

 

 
 

The Homestead Manager óWizardô is a means to add predefined information to your 

database such as species and breeds.  It is recommended that you run the wizard 

initially to see what type of information can be added.   You can cancel out of the 

wizard if you do not want to add information using that method.  
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New Homestead Wizard 

The new homestead ówizardô provides a quick and easy means to add predefined 

information to your homestead. 

Categories 

 
 

Categories are one of the most powerful features of Homestead Manager.   Categories 

are used to group one or more animals and animals can be defined to more than one 

category.  For example, you can have a category named ñDogsò that would contain all 

dogs you have defined in Homestead Manager.   You could also have a category 

called ñEnglish Shepherdsò that would contain all dogs of that breed, or perhaps a 

category called ñDogs that like bonesò.   The possibilities are endless.  A category can 

be anything you wish for grouping one or more animals.   (Type of animal, location 

of animal, characteristics of an animal, etc.) 

 

Use the Categories tab to select one or more ópredefinedô values or add your own.   

Categories can also be added later outside of the wizard. 
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Locations 

 
 

Homestead Manager allows for ólocationsô which are either considered ñon-siteò (part 

of the Homestead) or ñoff-siteò (not located on the Homestead).   You can be as 

generic or specific as you like regarding locations.  For example, if you wish to think 

of the entire Homestead as a single location, you could just create an ñOn-siteò or 

ñMy Homesteadò or a ñHereò location.   If you wish to be more specific, you could 

create locations such as ñFront Pastureò, ñBack 40ò, ñChicken Houseò, ñBarnò, etc.    

Off-site locations can also be as specific or generic as you like. 

 

Use the Locations tab to select one or more ópredefinedô values or add your own.   

Locations can also be added later outside of the wizard. 
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Lists 

 
 

There are fields within Homestead Manager that are selected from a list instead of 

freeform data entry.  For example, when entering a medical event you can pick the 

óDelivery Methodô of the medication which is selected from a predefined list.  You 

can use this wizard to populate these lists with a set of predefined values.  (There is 

always a way to add items to a list from the screen where you are selecting the item.  

Using the wizard is just a means to quickly add a set of values that are common.)   It 

is suggested you select all items on the óListsô tab as you can always add or delete 

items later once you determine what values work best for you. 
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Species 

 
 

Use this tab to add one or more species to your Homestead.  Species are used to 

classify the type of animal and can be as scientific or informal as you like.  Selecting 

a specie will also add a predefined set of breeds, events, identifiers and names 

applicable to that specie.   It is highly recommended that you use the species tab to 

add the animals that you will have on your homestead. 

 

Press ñOKò to add the selected items to your Homestead.  You can come back later 

and re-run the óWizardô for your Homestead and add items not selected the first time. 
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Setting Homestead Owners 

After creating the Homestead, the next thing you may wish to do is define the owners 

of the homestead.   This will be important if you wish to óhideô animals in the 

Animals list that are not members of this homestead.   Use the button found next to 

the database list to add one or more owners of this Homestead. 

 

 
 

You will be presented with the list of currently defined owners (which will be empty 

the first time). 

 

 
 

Use the óNewô button at the bottom left to create the first owner.   The new contact 

screen allows for a ógeneralô or specific contact name such as óDoeôs Homesteadô or 

óJohn Doeô.  If you use a ógeneralô name, there are fields defined to add two specific 

contacts for that location.  After adding one or more óownersô for the homestead, you 

must also ócheckô those items in the list to set them as the owner. 
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Main Screen 

 
 

The main screen is made up of 5 panels. 

1. Category list.   Selecting a category in this list will cause only animals defined 

to that category to be displayed in panel 2. 

2. Animal list.  This list shows the animals that are associated with the category 

selected in panel 1.  

3. Animal Photo. If you have any photos attached to the animal selected in panel 

2, the óprimaryô photo will be displayed 

4. Event list.  This list will show events, characteristics, breeding, identifier and 

alternate name information defined for the animal.   More details about the 

selected item in this list will be shown in panel 5. 

5. Details list.  Shows the details of the event, characteristic, breeding, etc. 

selected in panel 4. 
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Adding the First Animal 

Click the right mouse button in the óAnimalô list and select óAddô from the pop-up 

menu or use ñAddò, ñAnimalò from the main menu to add an animal to the 

Homestead.  You will be presented with the following screen. 

 

 
 

Name, Specie and at least one category are required, all other fields are optional. 

 

You can select a specie from the drop down list or use the New or List button to add 

or select the specie of your choice.   After you pick specie, the breeds specific to that 

specie will appear in the breed list.  Additionally, if you pick a specie that has 

gestation or heat defined in the specie record and you select óFemaleô as the gender, 

Gestation and Heat fields will be displayed beneath the dam/sire fields. 

 

 
 

The values shown will default to values set either in the specie or breed record, but 

you can override the values to be specific to the animal.  (Do not modify these fields 

if you wish to use the defaults set in specie or breed) 
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Gender will default to Unknown.  A gender must be selected before this animal can 

be used in a breeding record. 

 

The óActiveô check box will by default be selected.  If this animal is no longer 

associated with the homestead in any manner, deselect this checkbox.  (Animal could 

have been sold or have died, for example)  You can select options under óViewô on 

the main menu so that only active animals are shown in the animal list. 

 

The óBornô and óDiedô buttons allow for a quick addition of a birth or death event for 

the animal.   The date associated with the event will be display to the right of the 

button after saving the event. 

 

The Note button  will be grey if no note is associated with this animal.  Once a 

note is defined the button will be in color (red). 

 

Next to the note button is the óOwnerô button to be used to select who owns the 

animal.  This is important if you wish to show or hide animals in the main animal list 

based on whether they are owned by this homestead or not.  Next to the owner button 

is the óBreederô button.  This is used to supply who bred the animal. 

  

User Reference is a value that can contain any information that identifies or describes 

this animal, the use of this field is totally up to the preference of the user. 

 

The Dam and Sire for this animal can be selected from this screen.  If this animal is 

added as part of a breeding record, the Dam and Sire will be defined from the 

breeding information and will not be modifiable from this screen. 

 

If you select a specie that has gestation or heat information associated with it and you 

select a gender of óFemaleô, the Gestation and Heat fields will be displayed.   This 

allows you to set heat or gestation information unique to a particular animal.  

Generally you should use the value specified in the Specie or Breed record, but if you 

have an animal that typically deviates from those values, this option allows you to set 

it specific to that animal.   (Values set per animal override values set at the breed level 

with overrides values set at the specie level) 

  

The Name and Identifier lists allow you to add alternate names or add identifiers 

(such as tattoo, microchip, organization idôs, etc.) to the animal.   There is an option 

from the main óViewô menu that allows alternate names and identifiers to also be 

shown in the main animal list. 
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Once the animal record has been added, the main screen will show that animal in the 

list as well as the information about the animal in the detail lists shown underneath 

the animal list.   You can now add events, characteristic records and breeding records 

to the animal. 
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How to  
This chapter goes into detail on how to accomplish various tasks in Homestead 

Manager. 

Create a new homestead 

You can have as many homesteads defined to Homestead Manager as you like.   To 

create a new Homestead, select ñNew Homesteadò from the ñFileò menu. 

 

 
 

Then enter a name to be used for the Homestead.   The last Homestead opened in 

Homestead Manager will be the default Homestead opened the next time you start the 

program.   To switch to a different Homestead, pick the one you want from the drop 

down list under the menu. 

Delete a homestead 

To delete a Homestead, first select that Homestead from the drop down list found 

under the menu.   Then use óDelete Homesteadò from the óFileô menu.   You will be 

prompted to confirm the deletion.  Deleting a Homestead will not delete the backups 

for that Homestead.    

Chapter  
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Rename a homestead 

To rename a Homestead, first select that Homestead from the drop down list found 

under the menu.   Then use óRename Homesteadò from the óFileô menu.   A dialog 

will be shown that will allow you to enter the new name for the homestead as well as 

rename all the backups associated with that homestead.  

Switch between Homesteads 

 
 

If you have multiple Homesteads defined in Homestead Manager they will all show 

up in the drop down list on the main screen.   Simply pick the Homestead from the 

list that you wish to use.   The last Homestead that you use will be the default 

homestead opened when you start Homestead Manager the next time. 

Resize a list column 

Most lists in Homestead Manager will allow you to resize the columns in the list.   

Move your mouse over the vertical bar that separates the column header for the 

column you wish to resize, then hold down the left mouse button and move the mouse 

to resize the column.   Double clicking on the vertical bar between columns will 

automatically resize the column to the width of the header text. 

Change the column order of lists 

Most lists in Homestead Manager will allow you to change the order of the columns.  

Using the mouse, single left click on the column header you wish to move and hold 

down the mouse.  Then drag the column to the location in the list where you wish to 

place it. 

Save List Column Widths and Position 

Most of the lists in Homestead Manager allow you to resize the columns and set the 

order of the columns as you choose.   If you want to automatically save the changes 

you make to column size or position, turn on this default from the ñOptionsò screen.  

(óFileô, óOptionsô) 

  

Tip:  Change the lists to how you like them, then turn off this option so that you donôt 

accidentally save changes you make to the list later. 

  

Tip:  You can reset the column width and order for all lists by first turning on this 

option, then turning it off.  The prompt will ask if you want to reset to the default. 
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Change the display language (Regional Setting) 

Select óLanguageô from the file menu to display a list of Languages/Regional Settings 

that you can pick for Homestead Manager.  If you select ñDefaultò, it will use the 

value as defined in Control Panel for your system.   Only those languages that have 

translations for Homestead Manager will be displayed, use the ñShow Allò to display 

all regional setting values available.   The Regional Settings are used by the program 

for such things as sorting and date display. 

 

 
 

Homestead Manager does not yet have any translations, if you wish to work on a 

translation in your native language please contact Northern Hills Software for more 

details. 

Enter your registration (unlock) code 

After purchasing Homestead Manager, on the óRegistration Centerô screen (óToolsô, 

óRegistration Centerô), you can enter your personal information to submit to Northern 

Hills Software in order to get a registration/unlock code.   After you receive the email 

with the code, return to the óRegistration Centerô screen to enter the code to unlock 

the program features that you purchased. 
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Set Owner(s) of Homestead 

 
 

The owner(s) of a particular homestead can be set using the ñOwnerò button found 

next to the database drop down list.  Itôs important to set the owner for the Homestead 

if you wish to use the óViewô, óHide animals not óOwnedô by this Homesteadô.   

 

Pressing the óOwnerô button will display a list of contacts that are designated as 

óOwnerô records.  The first time you use the function the list will be empty. 

  

 
 

Use the óNewô button at the bottom left to create the first owner.   The new contact 

screen allows for up to two contacts if you are using a business name for the main 

address area. 
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After adding one or more óownersô for the homestead, you must also ócheckô those 

items in the list to set them as the owner. 

 

 
 

You may have other types of contact records in your Homestead besides óOwnerô 

records.   If you wish to display all contact records, use the drop down list at the top 

right to select óAllô.   Once you use a record for a particular type of contact, that 

record will automatically be updated to indicate that it should be shown for that type 

of contact.  (Contact records can be used with 1 or more different ótypesô such as 

óOwnerô, óBreederô, óSource of Medicationô, etc.) 
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Backup Homestead 

You can make a backup of your homestead at any point by using the óBackupô item 

under the óFileô menu.   If you have a specific reason for the backup, the description 

field can be used for that purpose.  (If you do not give a description, the default is 

ñUser initiated backupò) 

 

 
 

Northern Hills Software occasionally makes changes to the layout of the database 

used by Homestead Manager.  When that occurs and prior to an automatic update of 

your database to the new format, an automatic backup will be made as well. 

Automatic Backup Prompt 

When you run Homestead Manager, you will receive a prompt asking if you wish to 

make a backup of the Homestead.    
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You can say Yes or No and will continue to receive this prompt every time you open 

the program unless you also select ñDonôt show this prompt againò, in which case 

your answer ñYesò or ñNoò becomes the default. 

 

If you wish to change this later, go to óToolsô, óOptionsô. 

Restore Homestead 

If you wish to delete your current homestead and restore it from a backup, select 

óRestoreô from the óFileô menu. 

 

 
 

Select the backup in the list you wish to restore, then press ñSelectò.   Any current 

Homestead by that name will be replaced with the backup selected.   If you have 

more than one Homestead, use the drop down list at the top right to pick which 

Homestead you wish to restore. 

 

You can also delete backups by selecting one or more items in the list, then pressing 

the ódeleteô button at the bottom left. 
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Run Wizard 

When you first create a new Homestead, you will receive the following prompt. 

 

 
 

This allows you to add predefined information to your homestead such as Species, 

Breeds, Events, Categories, etc.  Regardless of how you respond to this prompt 

during initial setup, you can also run the wizard for a homestead at any other time 

using óFileô, óRun Wizardô.    Information already defined in the Homestead will be 

checked in the lists shown in the Wizard, merely check any other values you wish to 

add.   Any items you uncheck will be removed from the Homestead unless there are 

data records in the homestead using that value. 

Add Category 

Categories are a very powerful feature of Homestead Manager.  You can use 

categories for grouping one to many animals.   Animals may also be defined to more 

than category at a time.   For example, categories can be a descriptor of the animal 

(óDogô) or actions that need to occur for the animal (óTo be Vaccinatedô). 

 

You can add a category from the main Homestead Manager screen by clicking the 

right mouse button in the category list or from óCategoryô found on the óAddô menu.   

You can also add categories on the Add/Edit Animal screen using the óNewô button 

found under the category list. 
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Add Animal 

You can add a new animal to Homestead Manager using the óAddô, óAnimalô menu 

item or by clicking the right mouse button in the Categories or Animal List.  If you do 

this when you have a specific category selected in the category list, the animal will 

automatically be assigned to that category on the animal screen. 

 

 
 

Name, Specie and at least one category is required, all other fields are optional or will 

default. 

 

Name:  You can use this field to specify the ócommonô name for the animal.   You 

can also define alternate names elsewhere on this screen. 

 

Specie: You can select a specie from the drop down list or use the óNewô or óListô 

button to add or select the specie of your choice.   After you pick specie, the breeds 

specific to that specie will appear in the breed list.  Additionally, if you pick a specie 

that has gestation or heat defined in the specie record and you select óFemaleô as the 

gender, Gestation and Heat fields will be displayed beneath the dam/sire fields. 
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The values shown will default to values set either in the specie or breed record, but 

you can override the values to be specific to the animal.  (Do not modify these fields 

if you wish to use the defaults set in specie or breed) 

 

Breed: This list will be empty until you select the Breed then it will display breeds 

specifically defined for the specie.  You can add additional breeds using the óNewô 

button.  (+) 

 

Gender: Gender will default to Unknown.  However, a gender must be selected 

before this animal can be used in a breeding record.   You can also indicate if the 

animal has been spayed or neutered (fixed). 

 

Active: The óActiveô check box will by selected by default.  This indicates that the 

animal is actively associated with this homestead.  (Deceased animals for example 

could have the óActiveô flag turned off.)   The óHide Animals not Activeô item found 

under the óViewô menu can be used to help unclutter the main animal list by 

suppressing records of non-active animals. 

 

Born and Died: The óBornô and óDiedô buttons allow for a quick addition of a birth 

or death event for the animal.   The date associated with the event will be display to 

the right of the button after saving the event. 

 

 Notes: Press this button to add or edit the note associated with this animal.  The 

button will be grey if no note is associated with this animal.  Once a note is defined 

the button will be red.  

 

 Owner: The Owner button is used to select one or more owners of the animal.  

This is important if you wish to show or hide animals in the main animal list based on 

association with this homestead.  (See óHide Animals not owned by this Homesteadô 

found under the óViewô menu) 

 

 Breeder: The Breeder button is used to select one or more contact records which 

associates the breeder for this animal.    

 

UserRef: User Reference is a value that can contain any information that identifies or 

describes this animal.  How this field is used it totally by preference of the user. 

  

Dam: The drop down list will display a list of animals for selection of the Dam of 

this animal.   If this animal is later added to a breeding record, the Dam field will be 

updated to reflect the value found in the breeding record and will no longer be 

editable in the animal screen.   You can add a new Dam by using the New button or 

select from a list using the List button. 
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Sire The drop down list will display a list of animals for selection of the Sire of this 

animal.   If this animal is later added to a breeding record, the Sire field will be 

updated to reflect the value found in the breeding record and will no longer be 

editable in the animal screen.   You can add a new Sire by using the New button or 

select from a list using the List button. 

 

Gestation and Heat Cycle: If you select a specie that has gestation or heat 

information associated with it and you select a gender of óFemaleô, the Gestation and 

Heat fields will be displayed.   This allows you to set heat or gestation information 

unique to a particular animal.  Generally you should use the value specified in the 

Specie or Breed record, but if you have an animal that typically deviates from those 

values, this option allows you to set it specific to that animal.   (Values set per animal 

override values set at the breed level with overrides values set at the specie level) 

 

Alternate Names: The name list can be used to define alternate names for the 

animal.   When you press the New button, you will first be presented with a list of 

óName Typesô (which are definable by the user) such as óAlternate Nameô, 

óRegistered Nameô, etc.  Once you select the type of name, you can then enter the 

value for the name. 

 

You can show alternate names in the main animal list if you select óShow Alternate 

Names in Animal Listô from the óViewô menu. 

 

Identifiers : The identifier list can be used to define items that identify the animal.   

When you press the New button, you will first be presented with a list of óIdentifier 

Typesô (which are definable by the user) such as óAKC #ô, óMicrochipô, Tattooô, etc.  

Once you select the type of identifier, you can then enter the value for the ID. 

 

There are two options found under the óViewô menu for displaying Identifiers in the 

main animal list. 

 

Images: Images can be added to the animal by clicking on the image area. 

  

Categories: At least one category must be selected before you can save the animal 

information.  You can add additional categories by using the óNewô button 

underneath the category list. 

 

Once the animal record has been added, the main screen will show that animal in the 

list as well as the information about the animal in the detail lists shown underneath 

the animal list.   You can now add events, characteristic records, and breeding records 

to the animal. 
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Edit Animal 

You can edit an animal in the Homestead by doing one of the following: 

1. Select the animal in the list and then use the óEditô, óAnimalô menu. 

2. Click the right mouse button on an animal and selecting óEditô from the 

context menu. 

3. Double clicking on an animal in the animal list. 

4. Select óViewô, óAnimalsô from the menu then press the óNewô button. 

Delete Animal 

You can delete an animal in the Homestead by doing one of the following: 

1. Click the right mouse button on an animal and selecting óDeleteô from the 

context menu. 

2. Select óViewô, óAnimalsô from the menu, select the animal in the list, then 
press the óDeleteô button. 
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Working with Events 

Add Event 

In order to add an event, you must have an animal selected in the animal list on the 

main screen.  You can then click the right mouse button on the animal in the list to 

get a pop-up menu to add an event, or you can use the ñAddò, ñEventò from the 

menu.   You can also click the right mouse button in the Event list to add another 

event. 

 

 
 

When adding an event you will be presented with a list of event types from which to 

select.   If you used the wizard after creating a homestead, you will have a series of 

predefined events available for selection.   You can also add additional event types 

from this list by using the ñNewò button at the bottom left.    (See Working with Event 

Types for more information.)   Select the event type from the list and press ñSelectò to 

continue adding a new event. 

Edit Event 

You can edit an event by selecting the event in the event list panel and using the 

óEditô, óDetailsô menu item.   Or select the event in the list and click the right mouse 

button to get a popup menu where you can select óEditô. 
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Delete Event 

You can delete an event by selecting the event in the event list panel and clicking the 

right mouse button to get a popup menu where you can select óDeleteô. 

Event Screen 

The Event Screen will have a series of tabs with information you can enter, the tabs 

that are displayed and the fields available for entry are dependent on how the event 

type was setup.   All events will always have a ñGeneralò tab with Type, Date, 

Location and Comment always available.     Date Fields will always have a calendar 

and a date calculator button for selecting the date, or you can enter the date directly 

into the date field.   Values you enter that arenôt recognized as a date are still 

acceptable and will be treated as ófreeformô.  Events with a freeform date or no date 

will sort to the end of the event list on the main screen.  

Event General Tab 

 
 

The General tab can have one or more of these fields enabled for data entry 

depending on what has been enabled for the event type. 

Date 

The Date field is used to indicate when the event occurred.   You can use the calendar 

button to select the date, or the date calculator button to calculate the date based on a 

from or to date and number of days, months or years from that date.   Values entered 
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into this field that are not recognized as a date are considered ófreeformô and will sort 

to the end of the event list on the main Homestead Manager screen. 

End Date 

The End Date field, if available, is used to indicate when the event ended.   The 

calendar button can be used to select the date.  Or, the date calculator button can be 

used to calculate the date based on a from or to date and number of days, months or 

years from that date.   Values entered into this field that are not recognized as a date 

are considered ófreeformô and will sort to the end of the event list on the main 

Homestead Manager screen. 

Location 

The location field is used to indicate where the event occurred.   You can quickly add 

more items to the Location list using the óNewô button.    Location is a required field 

for all events.    

Reason 

The reason field, if available, can be used to indicate the reason for the event. 

Comment 

The comment field can contain any information you wish to associate with the event. 

2
nd

 Party 

The 2
nd

 Party list, if available, is used to attach one or more contact records to the 

event.   In the example on the previous page, we created a ñ2
nd

 Partyò label of 

ñHelperò, but the value you define for each event can be whatever you wish.  (Buyer, 

Seller, Vet Staff, Shearer, etc.) 
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Event Characteristics Tab 

 
 

The Characteristics tab shows weight information for the animal including all other 

weight values in other events so you can see trends. 

Body Score 

You can indicate the weight of the animal at the time of this event in Pounds and 

Ounces or Kilograms.   Or you can use a generic value indicating the weight of the 

animal compared to normal. 
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Event Medication Tab 

 
 

The Medication tab can have one or more of these fields enabled for data entry 

depending on what has been enabled for the event type. 

Medication Name 

Medication name is required IF any fields are selected on the medication tab screen.   

Use the drop down list to select the medication name, or the ñNewò or ñListò button 

to add or select a medication. 

Route of Administration 

Route of Administration is the general method for the administration of the 

medication such as óOralô, óShotô or óTopicalô.   Use Delivery Method and Delivery 

Location to provide additional detail. 

Form of Medication 

Form of Medication is use to describe the medication form such as liquid, paste, pill, 

powder, etc. 

Delivery Method 

Delivery Method provides detailed information on how the medication was 

administered.  (Dip, Drench, Intramuscular, Intravenous, Spray, etc.) 
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Delivery Location 

Delivery Location indicates where on the animal the medication was applied.  (Left 

Flank, Mouth, Neck, etc.) 

Dosage 

Dosage indicates the dose size given to the animal in units. (grams, ounces, pints, 

milliliter, etc.) 

Frequency/Duration 

This field is a ófreeformô field that allows you to describe how often or how long the 

medication should be delivered to the animal.   An example could be ó3x daily for 1 

weekô.   If this field is specified, the Dosage information must also be supplied. 

Lot Number 

If the medication has a lot number which you would like to track, the information can 

be entered in this field. 

Cost per Treatment 

Allows you to enter the cost of the treatment if applicable.  If this is a ósharedô event 

with multiple animals you can indicate the entire cost across all animals, or enter the 

cost óper animalô.  (Select the óPer Animalô checkbox in that case.) 

Source of Medication 

Source of Medication is a ócontactô record that indicates where the medication was 

obtained.   You can use this either for manufacturer information or the location where 

it was purchased.  Select an item from the drop down list or use the óNewô or óListô 

button to add a new contact. 

Administered by 

Administered by is a ócontactô record that indicates who administered the medication 

such as a Vet. 

Next Planned Procedure 

If this is a medication or procedure that is performed on a regular basis, you can set 

the date of the óNext Planned Procedureô in this field. 
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Event Treatment Tab 

 
 

The Treatment tab can have one or more of these fields enabled for data entry 

depending on what has been enabled for the event type. 

Symptoms 

Allows you to enter the symptoms the animal exhibited that prompted the treatment. 

Diagnosis 

Allows you to enter the diagnosis information for the condition.  

Treatment 

Indicates the treatment applied to the animal. 

Shared Events 

If the event type was set to be a ósharedô event, then you can attach the event to 

multiple animals.   Use the óAddô button at the bottom left to add additional animals 

to the event.  (The event will automatically be listed under those animals as well.) 
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Working with Characteristics 

Add Characteristic 

In order to add a characteristic record, you must have an animal selected in the animal 

list on the main screen.  You can then click the right mouse button on the animal in 

the list to get a pop-up menu to add a characteristic, or you can use ñAddò, 

ñCharacteristicsò from the menu.   You can also click the right mouse button in the 

Event list to add a characteristic record. 

Edit Characteristic 

You can edit a characteristic record by selecting the characteristic in the event list 

panel and using the óEditô, óDetailsô menu item.   Or select the characteristic in the list 

and click the right mouse button to get a popup menu where you can select óEditô. 

Delete Characteristic 

You can delete a characteristic by selecting the item in the event list panel and 

clicking the right mouse button to get a popup menu where you can select óDeleteô. 

Characteristics Tab 
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Date 

The Date field is used to indicate when the characteristic record occurred.   You can 

use the calendar button to select the date, or the date calculator button to calculate the 

date based on a ófromô or ótoô date and number of days, months or years from that 

date.   Values entered into this field that are not recognized as a date are considered 

ófreeformô and will sort to the end of the event list on the main Homestead Manager 

screen. 

Comment 

The comment field can contain any information you wish to associate with the 

characteristic record. 

Body Score 

You can indicate the weight of the animal at the time of this characteristic record in 

Pounds and Ounces or Kilograms.  Or you can use a generic value indicating the 

weight of the animal compared to normal. 

Dimensions 

The Dimensions fields can be any value you find useful such as ñHeight at Withersò 

or ñLength of Fiberò.   Use the drop down list to pick an item or use the óNewô button 

to add a new item to the list.  Once you have a dimension selection, you can enter the 

whole number in the field to the right and the fraction in the drop down list to the 

right of the whole number.   You can have more than four dimension types defined, 

but only four can be assigned on each characteristics record. 

Color 

Color can be used to describe the color of the animal. 

Coat 

Coat can be used to describe the coat of the animal. 

Eye Color  

Eye Color can be used to describe the eye color of the animal. 

Fiber 

Fiber can be used to describe the fiber quality of the animal. 
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Working with Milking Records 

Add Milking Record 

In order to add a milking record, you must first select an animal in the animal list on 

the main screen.  Then click the right mouse button to get a pop-up menu which will 

include ñAdd Milkingò.  You can alternatively use ñAddò, ñMilkingò from the main 

menu.    

Edit Milking Record 

You can edit a Milking record by selecting the Milking ñseasonò record (óMKô) in the 

event list, then selecting a specific milking record in the details list.  (Use the right 

mouse button on the specific milking record to display the óEditô option)  You can 

also double click on one of the milking records in the details list to edit it.   You may 

have one or more óMKô records in the event list, each entry symbolizes a milking 

ñseasonò.  (Milking records separated by more than 30 days)   The date shown on 

each óMKô record is the first day of the season and the details column will show the 

total quantity of milk for that season and the number of milking records associated 

with that season. 

Delete Milking 

You can delete a Milking record by first selecting a Milking ñseasonò record (óMKô) 

from the event list, then do a right mouse button on a specific Milking record in the 

details list to display a menu which includes óDeleteô.    

 

 



Homestead Manager V1.05 

 53  

 

 

Date 

The Date field is used to indicate when the Milking occurred.  It is the only field on 

the milking screen that is required.  (Time is optional as well) You can use the 

calendar button to select the date, or the date calculator button to calculate the date 

based on a ófromô or ótoô date and number of days, months or years from that date.   

Only óexactô dates may be entered into the date field. 

Location 

The optional location field indicates where the milking occurred. 

How 

Indicates the method used for the milking, the default being óunspecifiedô. 

Cream 

This field indicates the percentage of cream per quantity of milk. 

Comment 

The comment field can contain any information you wish to associate with the 

milking record. 

Quantity  

First select the unit of measurement for the milking then enter the amount.  You can 

switch between units once youôve entered a amount and the program will 

automatically convert to that unit of measurement although some precision may be 

lost.  

Milker  

This can be used to associate a contact record to the milking event. 



Homestead Manager V1.05 

 54  

 

Milking Clipboard 

If you milk multiple animals and wish to more quickly enter the milking records for a 

single session, use the ñMilking Clipboardò.   Select any category from the Categories 

list then press the right mouse button to display a pop-up menu in order to select 

ñMilking Clipboardò.   The animals that can be selected on the clipboard depend on 

the category you selected.  

 
 

Same as the Milking screen, the clipboard requires a date although time is optional.  

The date will be used for all animals entered.   Additionally, the value you select for 

ñHowò will also be used for all animals unless overridden.   The ñMilkerò contact 

records can be set as a default for all animals but can also be overridden per animal. 

 

You can add up to 99 animals per clipboard, as you fill up one screen the óPageô 

buttons will automatically adjust so you can switch between pages of selected 

animals.    (Nothing will be added to the database until you press the ñOKò button) 

 

Once an animal has been selected in a drop down list, it will no longer be available 

for selection in the other drop down lists. 








































































